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WASHINGTON,. May 1: A suA 

bloc ships Ms 'been. areiving in 
Cuba. ! . ■ * 

Mure then 70 vessels r- .-the: 
largest number since just be- . 
fore the October ,1062 missile 
crisis — , docked at the island.®—-, 
nmjor ports', in a- scveivday pe- , 
diocl late last ..month.-, ./. . 

Large quantities of military- 
supplies -and* thousands of ad- 
' di ional Soviet personnel, were 
unloaded Troth '"these' -Ships,/ 
which included several with 
-wide hutches capable of' trails-' 

. porting intermediate range bal- 
listic missiles. ; • 

All unloading Wlas done usil- 
ally at night and under tightest 
4 secrecy, with numerous troops 
I guarding the 1 docks and toads 
. leading to them. 

in direct response to this ap- 
parent big armament build-up, 
"the U.S. has doubled the num- 
‘ber of high-level reconnaissance 
flights in an effort to obtain ad- 
i ditional information. 

So far, efforts to ascertain 
■ whether the shipments indude 
missiles have been . unsuccess- 
ful, 

Cuban (refugees, who funded 
r the first alarm about the in- , 
greased military, shipments,., 
qiaim they do include *« missiles. > 
Under discussion in inner White 
House councils are ‘Possible tow* 
level reconnaissance flights to,. 

' obtain more precise photos of 
^ , areas $nere. missiles might be 
i< stored,* iS. 

As happened in the Kennedy 
j administration in 1962, the John- 
go n administration is keeping a 
secrecy lid on this latest 
foreboding ' Cuban development. 
t ‘Members of Congress got the 
first hipt of the matter more or 
less accidentally when General 
Robert Porter, head Of ' the U.S. ’ 
Southern' Command testified od 
the new $3,126 billion foreign 
aid appropriation at a closed- 
dooT men irtg of • ‘the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee. 

Wheti osked “What is going 
on in Cuba now/’ he replied: 

■ ’“We are doing everything we 
can to; find out; Intelligence is ; 
deeply concerned over the in- 
creased number -of Soviet .bloc 
'ships arriving at Cuban ports in 
recent .weeks. During one seven- 
day (period, between 70 and 73 
( vessel$ :< arrived with vast 
amounts of military supplies 
■and additional Soviet troops. 

“This traffic represents the 
largest n umber, - of Soviet bloc 
{ship, arrivals in Cpba since the 
•1962. crisis.” ’ -T V 
; ‘ Expressing reluctance to go 
intq further detail. • General’ Por- 
!f Vr assured the legislators, -Tn- 
Tensive reconnaissance mea-j 
sures arc being taken to deter- 
mine . the nature and type, of 
this new > Soviet military build- 

I«p. n . * ; " -,i. ’ . 

: Members of Gencml Porteris 
staff later 1 explained that be was 
not abih to tell the , oommittqe 


any more because i# a hi£h4fcv# 
in on talking. 

„ imoom^ t,iis 

was imposed by Pentagon au- 
thorities. 

Tills column can report that 
U.S. reconnaissance planes 
have taken dozens of pictures 
of Soviet bloc ships. Also "the 
Defense intenigenoe Agency baa 
received startling information 
frean Cuban refugee^ Tna rOuv 
ability of; these reports is in dot, 
process of being pecked. : 

One, reportedly ar* 
account, claims that in one wnck * 
the refugees saw 15 Russian, 
ships in one Cuban port* nine 
in another,- and eight in A third 
port, ' These, d^rugees, recently 
arrived from Cuts, also asserted 
they saw several Targe - trac. or-: 
trailer type , trucks transporting 
, large missiles, on A- road some 
20 miles tfrom Havana. . 

When the refugees were, 
spotted by Cuban troesp? wa- 
ring the highway, they were by:! 

' dated to turn around and go- by 
another direction, They did tlBt, 

. and shortly < thereafter coun- 
tered a long truck convoy with 
hundreds of nmviy-arriyed S<> 
vict military jjersonneU * *: T 
Another recent; ^bnp Tcf oge® 
reported that lie forked lor sev- 
eral. months in northwest; Cuba 
building missiledaunohing ' 
forms, silo blocks and Install- 
ing wiring e<|uipment for mis^ 
sile installations. ' '*J 

Although sharply restricted: ^ 
wliat he could rebate : about ti»: 
sinister* Soviet build-up. General 

Porter was able to tMy fcrief? 


the House : coinmittce m Cais-’ 
tro’s expanded efforts ;io s£nd 
guerrillas and terrorists to 
cr Latin American countries, VT 
“Efforts to stimulate, coordk 
nate and unify ‘ ihe Communist 
nwement, subversion, and ter- 
ror activities ip iatin America 
are aggresrively underway,”, 
said Porter. “A permanent ^ap- 
paratus *— ; die Latin American' 
-Solidarity / Organization. {UfiDY 
was established as a by^prod-* 
ucf of the 1966 Havana Tricon-, 
tinential Corilerenos. ‘LASO , s; 0|h 
^rational base as in Havana knd 
vis objective is ta encourage, 
Support and coordinate . Commu- 
nist subversion the hCitd- 

sphere. LASO is actively pur- 
suing. the goals for which j-tTvai, 
created. ’ ' " ’ , <A 

“Cuba ha,^ already' trains 
several thousand terrorists and. 
guerrillas who ^are prepared t?f 
initiate and #uppor*. -disorder^- 
riots and insurgency when^^ 
the situation is ripe, J tnd • that 
mav be very soon.” >■: ^ 

Asked what might be eX- 
tn the neS-r future, Geiv- 
cv r Porter replied: ; ; 

“One of*- Castro’s ^bjedtive# 
wTl be to assist? the' Viet Caoi 
by diverting tT.S. r attention fnd 
^esouxxjes : to other critical 
arms. The Communists kr»w 
that events in Vietnam will have 
a direct bearing on the miccesi 
or failure of their campaign tt 
' La in .America,” |v -- • - ; - * 
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